
 

 

August 2013 

The Guardian 

 Monthly Newsletter of John Paul the Great Academy 

Upcoming Events 

August 15 
 

Feast of the Assumption 
First Day of Classes 
School Mass 

August 30 Half Day - Professional 
Development for Faculty  

John Paul the Great Academy is a small, Catholic, college preparatory school 
that preserves and promotes the sacred traditions of the Roman Catholic Church 

From the Headmaster 
 
Just 3 months ago, I was sitting in the back of the JPG chapel as one of the 
seniors prepared to deliver his capstone project, a 25 page research paper 
and 15 minute oral presentation that was more reminiscent of a master’s 
thesis than a high school project.   I wondered about God’s plan that would 
draw me to such a place, at such a time in my life and in the school’s 
history.   

I couldn’t help but think back to the evening of the Annual Gala a month 
earlier, where Dr. Kevin Roberts, the school’s founding headmaster, laid 
out a simple but challenging vision for the school community and called for 
a “holy tenacity.”  Dr. Roberts described moments from history where 
good people held on just a little longer in the face of impossible odds.  His 
images from history captured much of the same determination that has 
brought John Paul the Great Academy this far.  Indeed, forming young 
people has always been a very difficult business, requiring heroic patience 
and holy wisdom from parents and teachers alike.   

And yet, as I watched the student walk nervously to the podium and begin 
presenting on his chosen topic, “The Development of Military Tactics in 
World War II,” I realized that something even more impressive was going 
on here.  Had this young presenter attended another school, it is likely that 
he never would have had to stand up in front of a room full of people 
(guests, parents, and peers) to defend his ideas or engage in the 
conversation of the public square.  He certainly would not have had to 
write a research paper of this breadth and complexity.    

Yet on that morning, at John Paul the Great Academy, this student 
demonstrated the fruit of a Catholic, classical education.  He was able to 
think critically and creatively.  He was able to write with eloquence and 
persuasion.  He was able to speak with conviction and clarity.  And though 
I did not know the student well, it seemed in that moment that he also 
“found his voice” – I do not think this will be his last pubic speech.   

John Paul the Great Academy is, as Dr. Roberts suggested, a place of “holy 
tenacity.”  It is also a place, I would argue, of “holy audacity.”  There is a 
wildness of vision and a strength of conviction that has not only allowed 
this school to endure, but to flourish.  Indeed, as we enter a new chapter in 
the school’s existence, I ask that you would pray with us - that we may be 
faithful to its founding and committed to allowing God’s grace to carry us 
forward in service to His kingdom and for the salvation of souls. 

 - Peter Fletcher 

Omnia in Excellentia 
 

August  12 
 

New Student Orientation 

August 13 Mandatory Quarterly 
Parent Meeting 

September 2 No School – Labor Day 
 

September 5 Back to School Night 

November 3 JPG Fall Fest 
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SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

1. Adoration – 24 hours a day, teachers, parents, 
and students come to JPG to pray for our 
school. We are asking each family to consider 
committing to one hour a week.  As Mother 
Teresa so often said, “Jesus hangs on the cross 
and looks at each of us with love, and he says ‘I 
Thirst.’  And his thirst is not for water, but for 
our hearts.”  Please see Mr. Artigue with 
questions about adoration at JPG, or sign up at 
the school web site: jpgacademy.org  

2. Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - This 
program serves to help our youngest students to 
form a trusting and beautiful relationship with 
Jesus, the Good Shepherd.  The roots of faith 
are planted deep in children through a careful, 
deliberate cultivation of faith, the engagement 
of the child’s imagination. 

3. St. Joseph Diner & Catholic Services - JPG 
has initiated a new partnership which will 
enable our students and teachers to serve in the 
soup kitchen and become involved in the 
wonderful work being done there.  Our Upper 
School teachers had a great experience touring 
the programs there and serving in the diner 
during their inservice week.  Seniors will be 
working there one Friday each month.  
Advisement Groups (grades 7-12) will serve at 
least one time during the year.  

4.  JPG Women - We are excited to announce a 
spiritual formation program for the women  
(parents and teachers) of John Paul the Great 
Academy.  The first meeting is scheduled for 
Friday, September 13, from 6:30-9:00pm in the 
school’s refectory (cafeteria).  Special thanks to 
our new Pre-K faculty and staff, Gretchen 
George, for helping to get this off the ground.  
Questions can be directed to her at 
ggeorge@jpgacademy.org  

 

 

 

1

1.  

2

5. Challenge / Conquest Clubs - The new year 
kicks off with the return of the Challenge and 
Conquest programs for students in grades 3-9.  
These programs build virtue, faith, and friendship 
and complement the Catholic formation provided 
in the classrooms at JPG.  The Conquest BBQ 
kick off has already been announced for Saturday, 
August 24 at 5pm here at JPG.  For more 
information about either of these programs, 
contact Ricky Fontenot at 344-0989 or Angela 
Fontenot at 288-6075. 

ACADEMICS 

6. Upper School Advisement Program - JPG is 
resurrecting the tradition of assigning Advisement 
Groups of 10-12 students to a faculty advisor.  
Advisors will manage details like attendance and 
uniform checks each morning, and periodically 
review each student’s academic, spiritual, and 
behavioral progress at JPG. 

7. Lunch Time Study Hall - To assist students who 
fall behind in turning in homework, a special 
“lunch time study hall” has been created.  Any 
student can elect to participate in this study hall, 
but it is mandatory for any student that fails to 
turn in a homework assignment. Most students 
fail not because of one big test, but because of 
“zero” grades from missing assignments.  That is 
why we expect every student to turn in every 
homework assignment.  

8. Science Lab – Thanks to several donations, we 
were able to create a new science lab (and 2nd 
Seminar Classroom) across from the library on the 
2nd floor of the main building.  It is still being 
outfitted with lab stations and equipment, but it is 
already an exciting and much needed addition to 
our growing campus facilities. 

9. Transfer Latin - This year, to address the needs of 
new JPG students in 8th, 9th, and 10th grade, we are 
offering a special Intro to Latin course to catch 
them up with the other students in their classes.  It 
will take place during the “Tutorial Period” right 
after lunch.  
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10. Attendance and Tardies – Please see the revised 
Family Handbook, which details the legal 
requirements and disciplinary consequences 
related to attendance.  Know that the school’s 
approach is to provide accountability and to 
discourage any unnecessary absences.  In a 
classical school with seminar discussions, missing 
class is especially difficult to overcome. 

11.   Horticulture Program – From the first days of 
school on this campus two years ago, the faculty 
and parents have sought ways to develop wonder 
and appreciation for the beauty of our stunning 
oaks and beautiful grounds.  Modeled on the 
community garden for the homeless at St. Joseph 
Diner, we hope to build 8 planters in the area 
between the outside bathrooms and the white 
greenhouse.  Students will learn about Acadian 
agriculture, grow food from seed to harvest, and 
deepen their appreciation for nature as one of 
God’s greatest gifts.  Cinderblocks and lumber for 
these planters amount to about $150 per planter.  
Please contact Kory Akers if you would like to 
help with this project in any way: 
kakers@jpgacademy.org 

PERSONAL FORMATION 

12. Discipline & the Demerit System - JPG 
approaches discipline as an essential part of the 
formation that we work with parents to provide.  
Demerits will be “automatically” given for uniform 
violations, tardies (after the first two), and other 
minor infractions. The school office will send 
parents a email each time an “automatic” demerit is 
given.  We encourage self-discipline in small things 
to reduce the incidents of more serious infractions 
such as insubordination, disrespect, or serious 
classroom disruptions.  For demerits given for more 
serious issues, teachers will contact you via email or 
telephone.  The teacher is the first point of contact 
for discipline and academic issues, but parents are 
encouraged to contact the administration if a 
pattern of concern develops.  Please see the Family 
Handbook for details on the revised demerit system. 
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13. Appropriate Attire at School Competitions and 
on Campus - An essential and practical way that 
we help our students to grow in virtue and 
holiness is to require them to appropriately and 
modestly any time they represent themselves as 
JPG students.  Having a dress code that echoes 
our Catholic values teaches students that we all 
seek to practice what we preach.  We care too 
much about our students to acquiesce to a culture 
bent on compromising their moral integrity.  
Please see the Dress Code section of the Family 
Handbook for further information. 

14. JPG Athletics – After a long summer of grueling 
workouts, our football team had a great 
scrimmage Saturday, August 10, and we are 
ready to win our first home game on September 
26. Our volleyball team begins practice Tuesday, 
August 13, getting ready for another successful 
season. JPG Cheerleaders have worked hard all 
summer, including attending intensive cheer 
camp. Guardian school spirit has never been 
better! 

CAMPUS LIFE 

15. Lunch Program – We are excited this year to 
partner with Reinhart Foods, which supplies 
many of your favorite restaurants with 
everything from french fries to baked chicken.  
Lunch will be $3.50 per day this year.  Parents 
can sign up for meals online and will be billed for 
the number of meals they choose each month. 

16. Piano Lessons - We are excited about offering 
piano lessons again this year with Ms. Bess 
Fulmer, a gifted piano teacher whose lessons 
include scales, music theory, book pieces, ear 
training, and improvisation.  Parents can register 
their children for piano lessons online. 
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GET INVOLVED: 

Many thanks to Mr. Emanuel John, Ms. Pam Landry, and Ms. Rebecca Anderson for their 
heroic efforts to upgrade our facilities and prepare for this exciting new school year.  Mr. John 
Guidry, our 6th Grade teacher, deserves special recognition for volunteering countless days 
assisting Mr. Emanuel to create the two new classrooms across from the library and installing 
the plumbing for the bathrooms in our portable buildings.  So many parents and friends of the 
school came together to achieve an almost miraculous improvement to our buildings and 
grounds.  To each of you who played a part, thank you. 

 

 
This document hangs in our main office – signed by each member of our faculty and staff  

OU R  C O M M I T M E N T:  TO  TE A C H  A S  J E S U S  TA U G H T  

We believe that every student has been given unique gifts and charisms which are 
absolutely essential to the building of the Kingdom of God. 

I therefore commit myself to help every student discover those unique personal gifts within themselves, 
and to find fulfillment in offering those gifts for the good of others. 

We believe that God created each student with a wonderful and powerful mind, a mind 
made for truth, inquiry, and the joy of discovery.   

I therefore commit myself to help each student to cultivate a desire for knowledge and a love of wisdom. 

We believe that God created each student with an immortal soul, made for eternal 
happiness with Him in heaven. 

I therefore commit myself to encourage my students to grow in holiness and faith, that they might 
embrace the call of every person to sainthood.  

We believe that Jesus, fully present in the Eucharist, is the source and summit of the 
Christian life. 

I therefore commit myself, by the way I participate in Mass, to teach my students that Mass is not an 
inconvenience, but a sacred, powerful, and living mystery. 

We believe the first mission of a Catholic School is to form young people - mind, body 
and soul - as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

I therefore commit myself never to use my teaching position to undermine the teachings of Christ or His 
Catholic Church. 

We believe that every student is a child of God who possesses infinite dignity and value. 

I therefore commit myself to use language which builds up instead of tearing down, which gives respect 
to my God, my students, and myself. 

I commit myself to discipline my students out of love, not frustration. 
I commit myself to teach my students  

to pray, by the way they see me pray. 
to show respect for others, by the way I show respect for them. 
to depend on God, by the way they see me depending on God. 


